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Welcome to our second 
newsletter of the academic 
year. It has been a busy term 
with lots going on!   
Wishing you all a happy and 
healthy Christmas and the 
very best for the New Year. 
 

 
 

Enda Nolan’s Retirement 

 

On Friday, October 18
th

, we said a fond 

farewell to Principal Enda Nolan as he begins 

his retirement. Family, friends, colleagues and 

past pupils were among those who gathered to 

mark the occasion. 

The afternoon began with a special Mass by 

Fr. McLoone, where prayers were said and 

thanks was given by past pupils and teachers 

as well as present teachers and pupils. Music 

for the service was by the School Choir led by 

teacher, Mrs. Berni Canny. Gifts representing 

the varied aspects of  Enda Nolan’s teaching 

career were brought to the altar. Mass was 

followed by refreshments provided by the 

Parents Association in the GP room.  

Presentations and speeches were made to 

Enda and his family acknowledging his 

commitment and years of service in making 

Scoil an Linbh Íosa the wonderful school it is 

today. 

 

Thank you to all who provided home baking 

and helped out on the day.  

 

Spring Bulb Planting 

 

On Friday 11
th

 October, members of the PA  

planted spring bulbs around the school 

grounds as well as planting potted spring 

bulbs with Junior Infants – 1
st
 Class pupils in 

the school greenhouse. 

Bulbs have been very kindly sponsored by 

local garden centre, ‘Ashtree’, Lidl as well as 

by So Lo Store. The Compost for planting 

was also sponsored by Donegal Town 

Hardware.Thanks to all sponsors for their 

generosity. Thanks to Fidelma Sweeney, 

Stephanie Kennedy, Sandra Perry, Gayle 

Kelly and Mark Perry for preparing the beds 

and planting bulbs with the pupils. We are 

looking forward to seeing bright, sunny 

growth in the school grounds in the Spring 

time. 

 

Board of Management Parent Nominees: 

 

The new Board of Management parent 

representatives are: 

 Jane Flannery         

 Aidan O’Reilly 

Congratulations to them both on being 

nominated and elected. 

 

Halloween Fancy Dress Disco  

 

This year’s Halloween Fancy Dress Party was 

held again in SKY Nightclub in the Abbey 

Hotel from 7.00-9.00pm on Thursday 24th 

October.  It was, as always a fun evening for 

the children and the parents.  

http://www.killymard.com/
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Sincere thanks to all those who gave of their 

time to help with set up, during the event and 

with clean up afterwards. Total profit from 

the party was €1091.20. 

Sincerest thanks to all families who 

generously donated prizes for our raffle.  

 

Thanks must also go to the Abbey Hotel for 

sponsoring the use of the venue for this event, 

William Wray for providing the music and to 

Niamh Coughlan for providing ‘The Chateau 

of Terror’ experience. Niamh was assisted by 

Nuala McCauley. Thank you all. 

Winners of raffle prizes on the night were: 

Katelyn Williamson, Kerry Gallagher, Caolan 

McGowan, Anthony McCauley, Eoin Reid, 

Kathy Gallagher, Nikki Caldwell, John 

Slevin, Jake Diver, Ethan Perry, Lacey 

Cassidy, Jay Degnan, Emma Carr & Leah 

Kennedy. 

 

Small Coin Collection Reminder 

 

The PA are collecting loose/small change as 

another fundraising initiative. 

There is a large water bottle located in the 

school front reception where your child can 

put some small change. Once full, we look 

forward to seeing how much is collected and 

putting the money toward something 

worthwhile for our children’s school 

experience. 

 

‘Don’t Bin, Cash In” Clothing Collection 

 

Our first clothing collection fundraiser took 

place on Wednesday 9
th

 and Thursday 10
th

 of 

October. Thanks, sincerely to all families who 

supported this fundraising event. There were 

155 bags collected with a total of  €450     

raised. 

 

New Principal for Scoil an Linbh Íosa 

 

We would like to congratulate Mrs. Anne 

Reid on her new post as Principal.  

We wish her all the best in her new role. The 

Parents’ Association look forward to working 

with her.  
 

 

 

 

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 

 

There was a very generous response to the 

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal this year. 

This is a very worthwhile cause with Scoil an 

Linbh Íosa collecting an impressive 163 

boxes. Your support was very much 

appreciated. 

 

 

Check out Team Hope’s website 

https://www.teamhope.ie  over the holidays,  

where short videos of the children receiving 

their shoeboxes can be viewed. Lovely for 

your child to see how much their generosity 

means. 

 

Buses for School Trips 

 

The children have been on various bus trips 

so far this year including a 2
nd

 class trip to 

Glenveagh and the upcoming class trips to the 

cinema for all pupils. Through fundraising 

events, the PA are glad to be able to fully 

fund or part fund the coaches for these trips.  

 

Arty School  

 

Congratulations to Scoil an Linbh Iosa 

students Ethan Perry (1
st 

class), Johnny 

Campbell (5
th

 class) and Aideen Thomas (6
th

 

class) on each of their winning art entries in 

their age category in the Credit Union Art 

Competition. Well done to you all! 

 

St. Patrick’s Day 2020 

 

Following on from the note sent home 

recently, we would like to remind you all to 

consider being part of a new St. Patrick’s Day 

Committee. If you have been part of the  

Scoil an Linbh Iosa float in the past, you will 

know what a fun and proud day it is to take 

part with your children in representing their 

school.  

If you or any other parent you know is 

interested, please contact any of the 

committee members. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.teamhope.ie/
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Confirmation & First Holy Communion 

Dates 2020 

 

The sacraments of Confirmation will take 

place on Saturday 7
th

 March, 2020 at 11.00am 

and First Holy Communion on Saturday 9th 

May, 2020 at 12.00 noon. Photographer’s 

Christina Irwin & Barbara McGroary will be 

available on Confirmation Day.  

Christina Irwin will be available for 

photographs on First Holy Communion Day 

for family portraits to purchase. 
We will require parents to help out in 

providing refreshments on these days. 
 

Well Wishes 

 

The PA would like to wish teachers  

Mrs. Brady, Mrs. McGroarty and Mrs. Daly 

all the best as they prepare for their respective 

maternity leave.  Rest up for now and we look 

forward to hearing your news. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since Scoil an Linbh Iosa is a Green School, 

and we should all be doing our bit to help 

protect our planet, we thought we’d share 

some tips from a recent Irish Times article on 

how to make Christmas a little more 

sustainable.  

 

1. Ditch the tinsel  

By choosing durable and meaningful 

ornaments made of wood, metal, wool and 

burlap instead of cheap plastic, tinsel and 

glitter, you’re more likely to value them and 

cherish them year after year, rather than 

discarding them after a few seasons. You’ll 

find plenty for sale from local makers in craft 

markets around the country, or support rural 

co-operatives in developing countries by 

purchasing fair-trade items from charity 

shops. 

 

2. Get creative 

 

If you really do want a new look each 

Christmas, then decorate with nature; gather 

pine cones, holly boughs, winter greenery or 

beach pebbles. Or you can get creative with 

recycled material: CDs, old pipes, keys and 

all sort of knick-knacks bound for the bin can 

be glued and painted to create unique 

ornaments and mini sculptural decorations. 

Kids will love it.  

 

3. Regift 

 

 Re-gifting an unwanted present should have 

no shame attached to it, provided you are 

giving it to someone who will truly value the 

item, rather than just lazily passing it on 

because you can’t be bothered to choose a 

present for them yourself.  

 

4. Buy locally made gifts 

 

 Buying things from halfway around the 

world makes no sense, especially when craft 

fairs and artisan shops allow you buy things 

directly from the maker with zero 

transportation costs. Buying locally helps to 

build communities and introduces you to the 

often reticent makers beavering away in your 

locality, embroidering, painting, beekeeping, 
whittling wood, weaving willow, or growing 
and producing food. Support your 
entrepreneurial neighbours this Christmas 
over buying plastic mass-produced goods 
from far away.  
 

5. Buy Irish, and sustainable  

 

Look out for quality Irish brands when you’re 

out gift shopping. Handmade Soaps, toiletries 

etc. made from natural ingredients.  

 

For more tips on how to make Christmas a 

little kinder to the Earth visit 

https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/50-

tips-for-a-more-sustainable-and-cheaper-

christmas-1.4099155 for the rest of this 

article. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/50-tips-for-a-more-sustainable-and-cheaper-christmas-1.4099155
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/50-tips-for-a-more-sustainable-and-cheaper-christmas-1.4099155
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/50-tips-for-a-more-sustainable-and-cheaper-christmas-1.4099155
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From the School Office 

 

Active School  Flag (ASF).  This year we are 

proud to announce that we are participating in 

the Active School Flag initiative (ASF).  This 

is a DES initiative supported by Healthy 

Ireland which aims to get more schools, more 

active, more often.  Our vision for the ASF is 

for everyone to enjoy good physical and 

mental health.  Look out for our activities and 

sporting achievements on the school website 

www.killymard.com.  

 

Green School   This Christmas we are 

promoting a new initiative to reduce waste 

called  “Crack Down on Christmas 

Crackers”.  Instead of buying Christmas 

Crackers our Fifth and Sixth Classes are 

compiling jokes that can be used in lieu of 

crackers at your Christmas dinner this year.  

Each family will receive a little booklet of 

these jokes next week.  We would appreciate 

your participation in this initiative. 

 

Our Junior Infant Class and their parents 

participated in a very enjoyable “Ag Sugradh 

le Chéile” Programme on 27
th

 November. 

 

Mrs. Brady’s/Mrs. Kenny’s Class visited 

Glenveagh National Park on 6
th

 November 

where they participated in lots of enjoyable 

nature activities. 

 

The Spirit of Christmas 

We look forward to our Spirit of Christmas  

Carol Service in the Church on Thursday, 19
th

 

December at 7.00p.m. which will be 

presented by the pupils from 3
rd

 – 6
th

 Classes.  

All pupils should be seated with their relevant 

classes by 6.45p.m.  All families are welcome 

and encouraged to attend this Christmas 

celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to wish all of the teachers, staff 

and all of our families and happy, healthy, 

safe and sustainable Christmas. 

Enjoy the holidays. 

 

 
 

http://www.killymard.com/

