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Welcome to our fourth news-
letter of the year.  It has been a 
busy term with lots of exciting 
happenings!  
 

Confirmation 2019 

The Sacrements of Confirmation took place 

on Saturday 2nd March 2019. 

The PA provided tea/ coffee and refreshments 

for families of Sixth class. The PA were de-

lighted to present a gift of a journal and per-

sonalised pen to each student. A momento of 

their days at Scoil an Linbh Iosa. 

 

St Patrick’s Day 2019 

First and foremost, we wish to thank our en-

ergetic band members; Gayle McGonagle 

(aka Freddie Mercury!)  Raymond Jordan, 

Mark Perry and Kevin McBrearty.   

Thanks to Jonathan Kennedy for putting our 

music mix together and to Gayle McGonagle, 

assisted by Róisín Armstrong and Alison 

Warren, for the time and effort she put into 

teaching the participants her dance routine.  

We extend our thanks to ‘Get That Trend’ and 

‘Tots and Tassels’ Boutiques for the loan of 

mannequins.  We thank Raymond Jordan, 

Darren Armstrong and Mark Perry for the 

time and effort they put into constructing our 

amazing stage.  A very special word of thanks 

must go to Kevin Bogle who has no connec-

tion to the school but again this year, kindly 

gave up his time to construct the stage and he 

also assisted Darren Jervis in navigating our 

float around the route.  We thank the ‘Abbey 

Hotel’ and ‘Hanna Hats’ for donating the fab-

rics used to make our stage curtains.  We 

thank Pauline McBrearty and Alison Warren 

for their work on the props and float signage. 

We also wish to thank the McGowan family 

for permitting us to use their property, while 

our stage was under construction and to Patsy 

Kelly for allowing us to store the float on his 

property in advance of St. Patrick’s Day. In 

addition to donating the fabric, the Abbey Ho-

tel also kindly gave us the loan of a ‘smoke 

machine’ used on stage and Clive Carr from 

Donegal Hire provided us with a generator, 

free of charge which powered it.  A special 

mention to Darren Jervis for making our fan-

tastic giant guitars, which were mounted to 

the top of the float van.  Raymond Jordan and 

Mark Perry did an amazing job of spray paint-

ing and stringing up the guitars.  Mark Robin-

son of ‘Mountcharles Butchers’ once again 

kindly loaned us his silent generator, which 

powered our music system.  Again this year 

Raymond and Bridín Jordan donated petrol 

for the generators and helium for the balloons.  

Our gratitude is extended to Pauline McHugh 

for providing us the loan of a drum kit and to 

David Murray for giving us the use of his 

cymbal kit and drumsticks.  Thank you to 

Mark Perry for using his own amplifier, base 

and electric guitars on our stage.  A special 

word of thanks goes to Nuala McCauley for 

securing us the use of a private room in the 

Bosco Centre.  Gayle McGonagle donated old 

speakers for use as props on our stage and 

these, along with the large guitars have been 

donated to the Bosco Centre for a future stage 
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production. We thank our ‘stage manager’ 

Geoffrey McGonagle for ensuring the safety 

of our band members and thank all our stew-

ards who guided the float safely along the 

route.  We thank the Parents’ Association for 

providing refreshments at the end of the pa-

rade and for covering the costs associated 

with our parade entry.  Finally, a huge thank 

you is extended to each and every one of the 

pupils, parents, guardians and school staff 

who came along on the day to participate.  

Our exuberance and enthusiasm were indeed 

palpable.  Our efforts, energy and liveliness 

were rewarded when we took home the prize 

for ‘Best School Entry’.       
 

St. Patrick’s Day Committee 2020 

Discussions are already underway regarding 

the theme for our 2020 school entry.  Some of 

the current St Patrick’s Day Committee have 

undertaken to stay on board for 2020, howev-

er, they would sincerely like to encourage 

new parents/guardians to join them in organ-

ising their 2020 entry, so that they are in a 

position to retire and hand over the reins the 

following year to a new committee with fresh 

ideas.  Please feel free to approach any of the 

past committee members if you feel this is 

something you would like to get involved in 

and put you name forward at the Parents As-

sociation AGM in September.   

 

 

‘Don’t Bin, Cash In’ Fundraiser is back!  

The Parents’ Association have decided to run 

another clothing collection, seeing as we 

found the last one an easy way of raising 

funds, without exerting any financial pressure 

on parent and guardians.     

We will again be working with the company 

‘Don’t Bin Cash In’ as they were very easy to 

deal with on the previous occasion.  

 

We are inviting parents and guardians to 

leave their donations into the school GP room 

after the Easter holidays on Tuesday 30th of 

April and Wednesday the 1st of May.  We 

hope this gives everyone plenty of opportuni-

ty to gather the requested items for donation.  

We again request that parents and guardians 

ask family, relations and friends if they have 

any items they wish to donate as the more 

money we raise, the more our children will 

reap the benefit.  The funds raised from 

these collections are used for a variety of pur-

poses, e.g. purchase of iPads, paying for 

school tour buses, refreshments provided for 

communion, confirmation, sports day etc.   

 

Please remember the only items we are re-

questing to be dropped in are as follows: 

CLOTHES, SHOES, BELTS and  

HANDBAGS. 

 We would like to remind parents/guardians 

that the items donated must be in good, wear-

able condition as they are for re-sale as op-

posed to textile recycling.   

A text reminder will issue on the Monday 29th 

April 2019 with further details regarding drop 

off times.   

 

 

Buddy Bench 

Huge thanks to parent Enda Faulkner and the 

members of the Donegal Men’s Shed for 

making a Buddy Bench for our school play-

ground, free of charge.   

Buddy Benches are a simple idea to eliminate 

loneliness and foster friendship in the play-

ground. This feature is welcome addition to 

our junior playground spreading the message 

of inclusion and kindness.  

The PA were delighted to be able to fund the 

materials and the paint for this project. A do-

nation will be given to Donegal Town Men’s 

Shed as a token of our appreciation. We hope 

that this will be the first of a set of Buddy 

Benches for our playgrounds.  

The Donegal Town Men’s Shed, Lurganboy 

will be having their official opening on Easter 

Monday 22nd April at 11am.  

All welcome to attend. 

 

Annual PA Levy  

Sincere thanks to all the families who have 

paid the annual levy this for this year.  

This fee goes towards the cost and running of 

many school materials, projects, events and 

activities for your children. 

We are very grateful for your continued    

support  

 

 

 

 

Beach Clean up 
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The annual beach clean up will take place at 

the Holmes’ Beach on the evening of       

Wednesday 10th April  at  7pm. 

Gloves and litter pickers will be provided.  

All are welcome to attend to lend a hand. 

 

First Holy Communion 2019 

The date for the Sacraments of First Holy 

Communion on Saturday 11th May at 12 

Noon is fast approaching.   

Photographers Christina Irwin and Barbara 

Mc Groary will both be available on the day.  

 

The Parents’ Association will be providing 

refreshments after mass for the students of 

sixth class and their families in the GP room 

of the school.  

**As 5 out of 6 of our Executive PA commit-

tee will be attending the Communion with 

their participating children, we will require 

parents to help out at this event. ** 

 

Please contact a member of the PA if you can 

help in any way. All assistance is greatly ap-

preciated. 

 

 

              ************** 

 

 

 

 

Wishing all of our families a safe 

and enjoyable Easter break. 

 
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Recipe:  Banana Bread  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 250g wholemeal flour 

• 80ml melted butter or extra virgin olive oil 

• 60ml milk 

• 6-8 tbsp of honey/maple syrup (honey is 

unsuitable for infants under 1 year) 

• 2 eggs 

• 2 large bananas (mashed) 

• 1 tsp baking soda 

• 1 tsp vanilla extract 

• ½ tsp ground cinnamon 

 

1. Preheat oven to 170°C/340°F/Gas Mark 3 

and grease a loaf tin. 

2. In a large bowl, beat the butter or oil and 

honey or maple syrup together with a whisk. 

Add the eggs and beat well, then whisk in the 

mashed bananas and milk. 

3. Add the baking soda, vanilla and cinna-

mon, whisk to blend. Lastly stir in the flour, 

just until combined. 

4. Pour the batter into your greased loaf pan 

and sprinkle lightly with cinnamon. 

5. Bake for 55 to 60 minutes, or until a tooth-

pick inserted into the centre comes out clean 

6. Transfer it to a wire rack to cool for 20 

minutes before slicing. 

A slice of banana bread might be a nice  

Friday treat in your child’s lunch box. 

 
 

 


